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Population = 178,119
Households = 80,279
Covers an area of 2,395 square kilometres
Primarily rural with some urban wards

• The Council collected 85,000 tonnes of municipal 
waste in 2008/09 

• 17 front line collection rounds 

• Sustainable Waste Management Grant  - 2009/2010

An Overview

• Carmarthenshire picture



• EU Directives

• Landfill Allowance (Wales) Regulations

• Welsh Assembly Government targets

• Future Directions for Municipal Waste 
Management in Wales – proposed targets and 
actions

National Priorities



Summary of revised proposed municipal waste targets 
(April 2009)



Carmarthenshire Waste Management Strategy

• Consultation and planning process

• Appropriate containers for food waste

• Partnership working to acquire new

collection vehicles for the new scheme

• Collection regime

• In vessel composting or Anaerobic

Digestion 



What happens to food waste

• In-vessel Composting Plant

• Anaerobic development plans

• Regional Working strategy



New Recycling/Composting Scheme

Week 2

• Household waste collected in split body vehicle

• Brown kitchen caddie provided for daily food waste

• Green 23 litre container for weekly food waste 
collected at kerbside

• Alternate weekly collections of black bag and
blue bag (dry recyclables)

Week 1



Collection regime



Implementation of the new scheme





Communications Plan
• Launch of education and awareness campaign

• Press and media 

• Community News

• Community Network open surgeries

• Promotional roadshows for public and schools

• Members Seminars/County Council committees

• Presentations to community groups, schools and colleges

• Waste Forum







School Recycling and Composting Roadshows 

Composting sessions for teachers at 
the National Botanic Garden

Recycling roadshow performed 
by Brodyr Gregory



Recycling Roadshows in the Community



Outcome 

• Landfill Allowance 08/09    40,938 tonnes

• BMW Landfilled                 29,626 tonnes

(27% below)



Carmarthenshire
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Recycling Rates

• Dry recyclates                   22.94%

Composting                      10.83%

Total Recycling Rate          33.77%

• Average 1.72 Kgs of food waste collected per 
household



Waste Streams from Food Waste Collection Rounds
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Food Waste Average per HH per Week
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Feedback

• Imperative for continuous improvement

• Feedback obtained from: 

Operatives
Community Networks
Roadshows
Customer Services/Contact Centres
Independent doorstepping exercise 



Doorstepping Exercise 

February 08 - visited 7,088 properties over 3 week period
99% awareness level and 93% participating rate
96% happy with scheme

September 08  - visited 11,000 properties over 5 week period
95.5% awareness level and 97% participating rate
Over 60% happy with scheme



Doorstepping Exercise Feedback

Key issues –

• Odour from food waste bin
• Paper liners
• Food waste bin lids, handles
• Glass and green waste cessation of service



Amendments to the scheme

• Revised information booklet 

• Food waste bin

• Increase education and awareness

• Discount on paper liners



Future Plans 

• Expansion of new scheme

• Increase participation levels

• Reduce contamination

• Conduct waste analysis exercise

• Increase number of bring sites



Helaethu cynllun casglu o dy i dy CSC / CCC Kerbside 
expansion
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• To date 100 in the County
- cans
- paper
- glass
- textiles

Increase number of bring sites



Thank you for listening

www.sirgar.gov.uk

www.carmarthenshire.gov.uk

(01267) 234567

http://www.sirgar.gov.uk/�
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